Email from Programme Officer to representors 080926

From: Tony Blackburn <Tony.Blackburn@Oldham.gov.uk>
Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2026 10:06
Subject: Oldham Local Plan

I write to introduce myself as a first point of contact in respect of all administrative matters for this exercise – I report directly to the Inspectors and my role is to assist all participants including the Council in the smooth running of the Examination which will culminate in public hearings in the months ahead. In addition to my occasional direct contact, a dedicated webpage has been set up to keep you informed of progress:

Oldham Local Plan Examination | Oldham Local Plan Examination | Oldham Council

This correspondence is addressed to representors who submitted comments at the ‘Regulation 19’ consultation exercise that took place earlier this year. If you have received this email but now consider it more appropriate for another member of your team to deal with it then I would welcome contact details for future use.

The above webpage contains access to a guide for the whole process of local plan examinations and will be particularly useful to those of you who are not frequently engaged in these exercises.

So far as next key stages of the Examination are concerned, I expect these to be as follows:

1. The Inspectors have just issued a series of Initial Questions and these may be viewed via the webpage above – these require a response from the Council (only) by 2 October and will be added to the webpage in due course.

2. The above will help guide the Inspectors’ Matters Issues and Questions ('MIQs') – in addition to responses from the Council, representors will also be invited to submit further evidence in response to MIQs on topics that relate to their initial representations. I will correspond directly with you regarding this and provide additional guidance notes at the time.

3. A series of public hearings will take place locally and I will add dates to the Examination webpage once these are available. I will be asking representors whether they wish to participate in these hearings.

In the short term, the Inspectors are not seeking any new information or comments from representors – please therefore await my specific contact before engaging in this. If I can be of assistance in any way you are welcome to contact me directly at any stage through the Examination.

I look forward to our contact in the weeks and months ahead.


Tony

Tony Blackburn
Programme Officer
07949 020 540

