
Oldham Council 

Saddleworth Parish Council – Saddleworth Neighbourhood Plan Decision 
Statement 

This Decision Statement is published pursuant to Paragraph 6 of Schedule 4B of the 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) and Regulation 15 of the 
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended) (the Regulations). 

1. Summary 

1.1 At the Cabinet meeting on 15 December 2025, Oldham Council approved a report 
seeking approval to publicise Saddleworth Neighbourhood Plan and following this 
submit Saddleworth Neighbourhood Plan for examination in line with the Regulations.  

1.2 The report outlined that it was considered that Saddleworth Parish Council had 
complied with Regulation 15 of the Regulations.  

1.3 The Saddleworth Neighbourhood Plan should now be subject to consultation and 
examination, in accordance with Regulations 16 and 17 of the Regulations. 

2. Background 

2.1 The application to designate the Saddleworth Parish Council boundary as a 
neighbourhood area was approved at Oldham Council Cabinet on 21 November 2016. It 
was also approved at the Peak District National Park Authority (PDNPA) Planning 
Committee on 11 November 2016.  

2.2 In accordance with Regulation 14 of the Regulations, Saddleworth Parish Council 
publicised the draft Saddleworth Neighbourhood Plan and invited representations 
between 2 April and 10 June 2024.  

2.3 Saddleworth Parish Council subsequently submitted the Neighbourhood Plan and 
supporting documentation to the PDNPA and Oldham Council. 

2.3 Following consideration of the submission, the PDNPA Planning Committee 
resolved on 5th December 2025, and Oldham Council agreed at Cabinet on 15th 
December 2025 that the Neighbourhood Plan should proceed to consultation and 
examination in accordance with Regulations 16 and 17 of the Regulations.  

3. Decision and Reasons 

3.1 The PDNPA decided at the Planning Committee meeting on 5 December 2025 that 
the Saddleworth Neighbourhood Plan met the requirements of Regulation 15 of the 
Regulations.  



3.2 The PDNPA determined that the Neighbourhood Plan should proceed to Regulation 
16 consultation and independent examination subject to Oldham Council’s approval as 
lead authority. 

3.3 Oldham Council agreed at Cabinet on 15 December 2025 that the Neighbourhood 
Plan should proceed to Regulation 16 consultation and Regulation 17 examination, 
having considering advice that the Neighbourhood Plan complied with Regulation 15 of 
the Regulations.  

3.4 The reasons for this decision are that the Neighbourhood Plan complies with the 
relevant legal and procedural requirements specified in Schedule 4B of the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) and the Regulations.  

4. The Decision Statement 

4.1 This Decision Statement can be inspected on the Oldham Council’s website at 
https://www.oldham.gov.uk/info/201235/neighbourhood_planning/2936/saddleworth_
neighbourhood_plan  

4.2 It can also be viewed at the following places: 

• Oldham Council’s Spindles Shopping Centre reception (please press the 
intercom for reception and go upstairs to the second floor), West Street, 
Oldham, OL1 1LF (open Monday to Friday 9am – 5pm); and 

• Libraries in Delph, Greenfield, Lees and Uppermill (for the latest details on library 
opening times please visit https://hla.oldham.gov.uk/libraries/local-libraries/) 

4.3 A copy of this Decision Statement is being sent to: 

• Saddleworth Parish Council (the qualifying body) 
• Statutory Consultees. 

4.4 A Decision Statement has also been prepared by PDNPA and is available at 
https://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/planning/neighbourhood-planning/neighbourhood-
plans  

5. The Neighbourhood Plan 

5.1 Details of Saddleworth Neighbourhood Plan are available on Oldham Council’s 
website at 
https://www.oldham.gov.uk/info/201235/neighbourhood_planning/2936/saddleworth_
neighbourhood_plan  

This Statement is dated 3 March 2026.  
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