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	Schools Forum – 16th November 2022

Report of the Director of Finance 

Item 3 – High Needs Places 2023-24	




1. Purpose of the Report

1.1	The purpose of the report is to provide members of the Schools Forum with an update of the number of high needs places commissioned for 2023-24

2. Background

2.1	The High Needs Block covers the majority of funding for pupils with SEN in mainstream, special schools, specialist units and FE institutions

3. Special Schools, Oldham College & Pupil Referral Unit (PRU)

3.1	The key issues in relation to the commissioning and funding of places in special schools, Oldham College and the PRU are set out below:

· Special schools and academies receive their base funding (Elements 1 & 2) of £10,000 per pupil from the Local Authority for maintained schools and the ESFA for academies.
· The number of places commissioned / funded is agreed annually between the Local Authority and the school/academy and then submitted to the ESFA. 
· Discussions have been taking place between the Local Authority and Oldham special schools and Oldham College regarding the places that will be commissioned for September 2023 and these are due to be submitted to the ESFA on  18th November 2022.
· The funded places agreed for the place return for special schools for the academic year 2022/23 as shown in the table below, is a total of 1,230 places and a proposed 1,344 places for the academic year 2023/24 (discussions are still however taking place with colleagues from the special sector regarding these numbers).  This is an increase of 114 places with additional cost of £1.140m between the two academic years. 




Table 1 - High Needs Places Special Schools

	School
	Estimated Sept 2022 numbers as per ESFA place return Nov 2021 
	Amount to be recouped from ESFA 22/23 Academic Year
	Estimated Sept 2023 numbers as per ESFA place return Nov 2022
	Amount to be recouped from ESFA 2023/24 Academic Year
	Difference

	 
	 
	£ 000
	 
	£ 000
	£ 000

	Hollinwood 
	247
	2,470
	268
	2,680
	210

	New Bridge
	541
	5,410
	597
	5,970
	560

	Springboard
	60
	600
	72
	720
	120

	Kingfisher
	202
	2,020
	202
	2,020
	0

	Spring Brook
	80
	800
	85
	850
	50

	Halcyon Way
	100
	1,000
	120
	1,200
	200

	 Total 
	1,230
	12,300
	1,344
	13,440
	1,140



3.2	In addition to the numbers shown in the table above, the Hollinwood Academy currently has 17 places for pupils without EHC plans. The 17 non EHC plan places are only funded for Element 1.

3.3	Additional places at individual institutions are funded from within the total notionally allocated to Oldham in the 2023/24 financial year. This creates a pressure for Oldham as no additional funding is allocated to fund the increases in place numbers during the year.

3.4	Kingsland School also operates a hospital teaching provision with 30 places. The cost of this has been budgeted for in the High Needs Block. 

3.5	In addition, Special Schools receive Element 3 tops ups and these are banded based on individual needs. 

4. [bookmark: _Hlk25263270][bookmark: _Hlk118885759]Resourced Units

[bookmark: _Hlk25265112]4.1	There are 6 Resourced Units in operation attached to both primary and secondary schools/academies.  The Units receive place funding (Element 2) at £6,000 per place and Element 3 top ups to meet the individual pupil needs. Schools will be funded via their individual school budget share (Element 1) for pupils in their resourced unit. Of the 6 Resourced Units shown below there are 3 new provisions that will be registered in the 2023/24 financial year.

4.2	The number of places in each unit and the current top up rates for 2023/24 are shown below. There has been no increase in the agreed top up rates since 2018/19:













Table 2 – Resourced Unit Places
	
	School/Academy
	No of Places funded
	Element 3
 as agreed for 2018/19

	St Pauls Primary School
	12
	£5,127

	North Chadderton Secondary Academy
	12
	£9,869

	Hathershaw Secondary Academy
	12
	£7,125

	Medlock Valley Primary Academy (new provision) no’s at September 2023
	12
	£5,127

	Saint  John Henry Newman Secondary School (new provision) no’s at September 2023
	12
	£9,869

	Kingsland School – PRU (new provision) no’s at September 2023
	12
	£9,869



Note: Hathershaw operates alongside support from the Hearing Impaired Service and staff employed directly by the Local Authority work within the unit.

4.3	The number of places funded is agreed on an annual basis by the Local Authority and the school/academy. Top ups for individual pupils are adjusted to reflect real time movement and funding adjusted on a termly basis.

5. [bookmark: _Hlk118878472]Post 16 FE High Needs Funding

5.1	Historically Colleges has absorbed any increase in place numbers but as numbers grow this needs to be reviewed.  The Oldham College receives place funding (Element 2) at £6,000 per place and Elements 3 top ups to meet the individual pupil needs.

5.2	For 2023/24 academic year it is being proposed that up to 244 places will be commissioned at Oldham College (discussions are still on-going with the college). The additional cost of increasing the place numbers is £0.168m as shown in the table below. 

Table 2 - High Needs Places Post 16

	 
	Estimated Sept 22 nos. as per ESFA place return Nov 2021
	Amount to be recouped from ESFA 2022/23 Academic Year
	Estimated Sept 22 nos. as per ESFA place return Nov 2022
	Amount to be recouped from ESFA 2023/24 Academic Year
	Difference

	 
	 
	£000
	
	£000
	£000

	Oldham College
	219
	1,314
	244
	1,464
	150

	Oldham 6th Form College
	5
	30
	8
	48
	18




5.3 The above places for Oldham College include 36 Out of Borough Pupils. Any increase above this is be paid to the College after the import/export adjustment is received in June. It is currently estimated there will be a further 5 Out of Borough pupils at a cost of £30,000 which is included in the Dedicated Schools Grant forecast for 2023/24. 
 


6	Conclusion

6.1	The report clearly highlights both the increasing number of pupils being included within the special school’s sector and resourced provision and more students staying on post 16.

6.2	It is important to note that the next agenda item (4) which sets out the DSG Budget Update, presents a budgetary position that assumes that the contents of this report are accepted. 

7	Recommendation 

7.1	Having regard to the information outlined above, Members of Schools Forum are asked to note the report.
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