	Report of the Director of Finance 

Item 3 – 2021/22 Dedicated Schools Grant update and 2022/23 Estimate
Schools Forum – 22nd September 2021



1. Purpose of the Report

1.1	This report sets out the following:
· The 2021/22 Dedicated Schools Grant updated allocations
· An update for Schools Forum members on the deployment of the Dedicated Schools Grant 2021/22
· Update of High Needs funding
· Estimated deployment of the Dedicated Schools Grant 2022/23
· The Dedicated Schools Grant Recovery plan 2021/22 to 2023/24

1. 2021-22 Updated Dedicated Schools Grant Settlement and Budget Update

1. The Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG) settlement for 2021-22 was updated on 9th June 2021 and continues to be based on the four spending blocks; a Schools block, a Central School Services block, a High Needs block and an Early Year’s block. 
2.2	Specifically, within the High Needs block, the allocations now take account of an adjustment for imports and exports and the growing Special Free School (Springboard) allocation. The change, a confirmed increase in resources of £0.119m as shown in Table 1 below. 
2.3	Members of Schools Forum will recall that the forecast presented at the last meeting (19 May 2021) assumed that there would be an increase in funding for imports and exports and growth for the Special Free School of £0.198m.  Therefore, the final adjustment of £0.119m is £0.079m less than anticipated.
Table 1 – Updated DSG Settlement 2021
	Block
	Adjustment Year
	Funding Category
	Amount
£

	High Needs
	2021-22
	Increased funding for Imports and exports
	105,000

	High Needs
	2021-22
	Increased funding for growth for the Special Free School

	13,688

	
	
	NET INCREASE IN RESOURCES 
	118,688

	
	
	
	


 2.4	The table below incorporates the adjusted net funding for imports and exports/growth for the Special Free School in the High Needs Block as explained above.  The table also shows a net increase in the DSG budget requirement of £1.363m (primarily the result of High Needs pressures).  Taken together the decrease in resources and increase in spending results in (£1.442m) decline in the DSG financial position for 2021/22.

	Table 2- Projected DSG Outturn 2021/22 
	
	DSG 2021/22

@ May 2021


£000's
	DSG 2021/22

@ August 2021

£000's
	Change





£000's

	Schools Block (excludes central services)  
	217,599
	217,599
	0

	Central Schools Services Block
	2,618
	2,618
	0

	Early Years Block
	15,321
	15,321
	0

	High Needs Block – pre/post 16   
	45,679
	45,600
	(79)

	Two Year Olds’ Funding
	4,088
	4,088
	0

	Early Years Pupil Premium
	215
	215
	0

	Early Years Disability Access Fund
	90
	90
	0

	Total Resources 
	285,610
	285,531
	(79)

	Budget Requirement
	 
	 
	 

	Individual Schools Budgets 
	219,162
	219,162
	0

	Early Year Funding Delegated to Schools
	6,645
	6,645
	0

	High Needs Funding for Schools (incl Post 16) 
	32,170
	33,991
	1,821

	Total Delegated to Schools
	257,977
	259,798
	1,821

	Central Schools Services 
	2,658
	2,658
	0

	Central Early Years Services
	1,073
	1,073
	0

	Central High Needs Services   
	10,629
	10,171
	(458)

	Three and Four Year old PVI’s
	7,807
	7,807
	0

	Two Year Old Funding
	3,884
	3,884
	0

	Total Retained Centrally
	26,051
	25,593
	(458)

	Early Years Pupil Premium
	215
	215
	0

	Early Years Disability Access Fund
	90
	90
	0

	Budget Requirement
	284,333
	285,696
	1,363

	Surplus/ (Deficit)
	1,277
	(165)
	(1,442)

	Balance brought Forward 
	(3,560)
	(3,560)
	0

	Revised Surplus/ (Deficit)
	(2,283)
	(3,725)
	(1,442)


2.5 	At the May 2021 meeting, Schools Forum was advised that it was expected that if there were no other revisions to the financial position there would be an in-year surplus for 2021/22 of £1.277m.  Table 2 above shows a revised position with an in-year deficit of £0.165m which is an adverse movement of £1.442m.  This gives a revised projected deficit to be caried forward of £3.725m.  
2.6 	A breakdown of the changes since the May Schools Forum; comprising increased pressures of £2.030m and additional income /savings of £0.588m. are shown in Table 3 below.  The net impact of these changes is £1.442m which, when added to the Forecast Deficit on 19th May 2021 of £2.283m, confirms the revised forecast deficit of £3.725m.

2.7     The 2021/22 budget assumes savings of £0.143m (revised down by £0.108m from £0.251m as highlighted in the table below) from bringing pupils from out of Borough provision back in borough.  However, if these savings are not achieved the DSG deficit will increase to £3.868m by the end of 2021/22

Table 3 – 2021/22: Changes since 19 May 2021 Schools Forum
	Reason
	Pressures 

(£000's)
	Funding/ Savings (£000's)

	Adjustment to High Needs income for imports/exports
	(79)
	

	Increased cost of Special Schools. 
	(942)

	

	Savings to EHCP’s due to movement of pupils to resourced/special provision

	
	61 


	Revision to estimated costs of resourced units 2021/22

	
	69

	Increased cost of post 16 for additional students. This includes element 2 and 3 funding
	(1,009)

	

	Revision to estimated costs of Out of Borough 2021/22

	
	108

	Early Help Contribution no longer required
	
	350

	TOTAL (PRESSURES) / SAVINGS
	(2,030)
	588

	Net Changes
	(1,442)
	

	Forecast Deficit at May 2021
	(2,283)
	

	Projected deficit 2020/21
	(3,725)
	 



2.8	There is an increase in cost of £0.942m in relation to Special Schools, this is due to an additional 81 pupils at Newbridge Trust and 16 Nursery pupils at Kingfisher from September 2021


2.9	In addition there is a further pressure of £1.009m arising from the increased cost of additional pupils in receipt of post 16 provision.  This includes element 2 and 3 funding and is mainly as result of £0.755m additional costs for element 3 top up funding for all providers for the academic year 2021/22, element 2 costs of £0.291m for 83 pupils at Oldham College for September 2021 to March 2022 and element 2 costs of £48,000 for 8 pupils at Oldham College for 2020/21 academic year. 

3. 2022/23 Budget Update

3.1	Since the last Schools Forum meeting, information has been received on the Provisional funding allocations for 2022 to 2023 through the schools, high needs and central school services national funding formulae (NFF).  
3.2	On 19th July 2021 the DfE published provisional funding allocations for 2022 to 2023 through the schools, high needs and central school services national funding formulae (NFF). The provisional allocations have been included in table 5 below.  The funding factors used in the 2022 to 2023 national formulae remain the same.  The actual resources for 2022/23 will be known in late December so the position will change.  However, the impact of the provisional announcement is: 

a) 	The Schools block is increasing by 3.2% overall and by 2.8% per pupil, compared to 2021/22, with the funding floor allocating at least 2% more in pupil-led funding per pupil, and higher minimum per pupil funding levels directing further increases to the lowest funded schools. Support for small and remote schools (through the “sparsity” factor) will increase by a further £53m (nationally) through an increase in sparsity funding, building on the extra support the NFF provided in 2021.
b)	High Needs funding nationally is increasing by a further £780m, or 9.6% in 2022/23. The NFF will ensure that every local authority receives increases of at least 8% per head of population, compared to this year, and up to 11%. Oldham will receive a 11% increase per head of population.
c)	Central schools services funding in 2022 to 2023 for historic commitments within this block will decrease by a further 20% for those local authorities in receipt of this funding. The historic commitments have reduced by £0.212m for Oldham.
3.3	The 2022/23 projections also include the following estimated additionality:
a) 	income of £0.465m in the High Needs block for growth in special schools.
b)	income of £1.224m in the Schools Block for growth based on the 2021-22 allocation.
c) 	costs for an increase of pupils in Special schools from September 2021
d) 	additional costs for new resourced provision from September 2022.	
e) 	costs for additional places at Halcyon Way a new Special free school.
f) 	the projection for 2022/23 also includes an estimated increase in the cost for EHCP’s from 2021-22.

3.4   	A breakdown of the changes since the May Schools Forum are set out in the table below.  It is important to note that whilst there has been discussion at Schools Forum with regard to discontinuing the 0.5% transfer from the Schools to the High Needs Block for 2022/23, the figures are, for illustrative purposes, presented here both with and without the transfer.  Given that the current projected deficit in 2021/22 is considerably higher than previously anticipated and that there is continued movement in the figures (including a substantial change in the forecast for 2021/22 from May to September) there is clearly volatility in the position.  Also, for illustrative purposes, the impact of a 0.25% transfer is shown.

3.5	With a continued 0.5% transfer, the increased pressures are £9.094m as shown in the table below and savings/increased resources of £12.377m.  The net impact of these changes is a favourable movement of £3.283m producing an overall deficit of £0.442m at the end of 2022/23.  This is similar to the deficit position anticipated in May 2021 of £0.614m.

3.6	Without a transfer of 0.5% the increased pressures are £10.143m and savings/increased resources are £12.302m.  The net impact of these is a forecast outturn for 2022/23 deficit of £1.566m at the end of 2022/23, compared to a deficit of £0.614m, that was reported to the meeting in May.

3.7	A transfer of 0.25% for illustrative purposes would leave a forecast deficit of £ 1.004m















Table 4 – 2022/23: Changes since 19 May 2021 Schools Forum
	Reason
	Pressures

 (£000's)
	Funding/ Savings (£000's)

	2022/23 indicative announcement for the Schools Block including estimated allocation for growth based on 2021/2022 less a 0.5% transfer
	
	6,099

	2022/23 indicative announcement for the Central Schools Block - reduction for historic commitments £212k and £2k for ongoing responsibilities

	(214)

	

	Increased as per 2022/2023 indicative announcement for the High Needs Block including a transfer of 0.5% from the Schools Block

	
	5,478

	Estimated growth of pupils in special schools based on October 2021 pupil numbers.

	
	465

	Adjustment for the movement in 2022/23. This is the difference between the movement of £1,049 in 2021/22 and a movement of £1,124 in 2022/23

	
	75

	Increased cost of Schools Block – increased allocation of £7,223 adjusted for growth brought forward as a one off in 2021/22 £1,563
	(5,660)

	

	Increased cost of Post 16 pupils. The full year effect of additional element 3 costs and additional element 2 of £6k for the full year for post 16 students

	(609)

	

	Increased cost of Special Schools - Full year effect of increases in pupil numbers from 2021/22 £1,169k, Summer School Funding £95k and additional estimated growth from September 2022 £676k 
	(1,940)

	

	Increased cost of Resourced Provision.
	(506)
	

	Savings to EHCP’s due to movement of pupils to resourced/special provision and estimated growth in EHCP’S in mainstream schools

	
	46

	Reduction in expenditure Central School services Block
	
	214

	Change in underspend b/fwd from 2021/2022
	(165)

	

	TOTAL (PRESSURES) / SAVINGS
	(9,094)
	12,377

	Net Changes
	
	3,283

	Forecast Deficit at August 2021
	(3,725)
	

	Projected deficit 2022/23 with a 0.5% transfer to the High Needs Block (£1.124m)
	(442)
	

	Projected deficit 2022/23 with a 0.25% transfer (£0.562m)
	(1,004)
	 

	Projected deficit 2022/23 without a transfer to the High Needs Block (£1.124m)
	(1,566)
	 


3.8	Table 5 below shows the estimated budget for 2022/23 and a comparison to the 2021/22 budget.  The impact of these revised estimates, incorporating a 0.5% transfer from the Schools Block is a projected decrease in the DSG deficit to £0.442m, compared to a deficit of £0.614k, that was reported to the meeting in May.  The deficit would increase to £1.004m with a 0.25% transfer from the Schools Block and increase to £1.566m without a transfer
Table 5 – Budget update 2022/23 
	
	DSG 2021/22

@ August 2021

£000's
	DSG 2022/23

@ August 2021

£000's
	Change




£000's

	Schools Block   
	217,599
	223,698
	6,099

	Central Schools Services Block
	2,618
	2,404
	(214)

	Early Years Block
	15,321
	15,321
	0

	High Needs Block – pre/post 16   
	45,600
	50,494
	4,894

	Two Year Olds’ Funding
	4,088
	4,088
	0

	Early Years Pupil Premium
	215
	215
	0

	Early Years Disability Access Fund
	90
	90
	0

	Total Resources 
	285,531
	296,310
	10,779

	Budget Requirement
	 
	 
	 

	Individual Schools Budgets 
	219,162
	223,698
	4,536

	Early Year Funding Delegated to Schools
	6,645
	6,645
	0

	High Needs Funding for Schools (incl Post 16) 
	33,991
	37,000
	3,009

	Total Delegated to Schools
	259,798
	267,343
	7,545

	Central Schools Services 
	2,658
	2,444
	(214)

	Central Early Years Services
	1,073
	1,073
	0

	Central High Needs Services   
	10,171
	10,171
	0 

	Three and Four Year old PVI’s
	7,807
	7,807
	0 

	Two Year Old Funding
	3,884
	3,884
	0 

	Total Retained Centrally
	25,593
	25,379
	(214)

	Early Years Pupil Premium
	215
	215
	0 

	Early Years Disability Access Fund
	90
	90
	0

	Budget Requirement
	285,696
	293,027
	7,331

	Surplus/ (Deficit)
	(165)
	3,283
	3,448

	Balance brought Forward 
	(3,560)
	(3,725)
	(165)

	Revised / (Deficit) with a 0.5% transfer to the High Needs Block
	(3,725)
	(442)
	3,283

	Revised Deficit with a 0.25% transfer 
	
	(1,004)
	

	Revised Deficit without a transfer
	
	(1,566)
	


3.9     The 2022/23 budget assumes savings of £0.286m from bringing pupils from out of Borough provision back in borough, however if these savings are not achieved the DSG deficit (inclusive of a transfer) will increase to £0.871m by the end of 2022/23

4. High Needs

4.1	Table 6 below details the financial position of the High Needs block over the last 6 years before any transfers from the Schools Block and the estimated outturn position for 2021/22, 2022/23 and 2023/24

Table 6 – Summary of High Needs Block- before any transfer from the Schools Block
	Financial Year
	Budget £000’s
	Spend 
£000’s
	(Deficit)/ Surplus 
£000’s
	Cumulative
Deficit 
 £000’s

	
	
	
	
	

	2015/16
	25,584
	26,255
	(671)
	(671)

	
	
	
	
	

	2016/17
	26,263
	29,231
	(2,968)
	(3,639)

	
	
	
	
	

	2017/18
	27,520
	31,856
	(4,336)
	(7,975)

	
	
	
	
	

	2018/19 
	31,428
	34,093
	(2,665)
	(10,640)

	
	
	
	
	

	2019/20 
	33,043
	37,282
	(4,239)
	(14,879)

	
	
	
	
	

	2020/21 
	39,189
	40,007
	(818)
	(15,697)

	
	
	
	
	

	2021/22 estimate
	44,551
	44,162
	389
	(15,308)

	
	
	
	
	

	2022/23 estimate
	49,370
	47,171
	2,199
	(13,109)

	
	
	
	
	

	2023/24 estimate

	49,728
	48,543
	1,185
	(11,924)




4.2      As can be seen from the table above, the cumulative High Needs Block deficit would have been £15.697m at the end of 2020/21 and, based on the most up to date estimates, will decrease to £15.308m by the end of 2021/22 and then to £11,924m by the end of 2023/24 without a transfer from the Schools Block.  

4.3      Table 7 below details the financial position of the High Needs block over the last 6 years after the transfers from the Schools Block (as shown in Table 8) and the estimated outturn position for 2021/22, 2022/23 and 2023/24.  As can be seen, the transfers from the Schools Block have resulted in the cumulative deficit on the High Needs Block reducing to £8.450m at the end of 2020/21.  There is an estimated deficit of deficit of £7.012m at the end of 2021/22.  With an indicative 0.5% transfer in 2022/23 the outturn deficit is estimated to be £3.689m (£4.813m without the transfer). Likewise, with the transfer there is an estimate deficit of £2.504m in 2023/24 (£3.628m if the 2022/23 transfer is not undertaken).
Table 7 – Summary of High Needs Block- after transfers from the Schools Block

	Financial Year
	Budget £000’s
	Spend 
  £000’s
	(Deficit)/ Surplus £000’s
	Cumulative Deficit  
 £000’s

	
	
	
	
	

	2015/16
	25,584
	26,255
	(671)
	(671)

	
	
	
	
	

	2016/17
	26,648
	29,231
	(2,583)
	(3,254)

	
	
	
	
	

	2017/18
	29,900
	31,856
	(1,956)
	(5,210)

	
	
	
	
	

	2018/19 
	33,306
	34,093
	(787)
	(5,997)

	
	
	
	
	

	2019/20 
	34,637
	37,282
	(2,645)
	(8,642)

	
	
	
	
	

	2020/21 
	40,199
	40,007
	192
	(8,450)

	
	
	
	
	

	2021/22 estimate
	45,600
	44,162
	1,438

	(7,012)

	
	
	
	
	

	2022/23 estimate

	50,494

	47,171

	3,323

	(3,689)

	
	
	
	
	

	2023/24 estimate

	49,728
	48,543
	1,185
	(2,504)



4.4       The tables above illustrate the changes in the allocations for the High Needs Block.  Furthermore, it highlights that total spending in 2015/16 of £26.255m had risen to £40.007m by the end of 2020/21 and is estimated to increase to £44.162m by the end of 2021/22 and then to £48.543m at the end of 2023/24.  In overall terms, spending is expected to have increased by £22.288m from 2015/16 to 2023/24.  After transfers from the Schools Block 2020/21 is the first year that funding was sufficient to cover spending demands in the High Needs Block. 

[bookmark: _Hlk90562427]Table 8- Movement from the Schools Block to High Needs Block by Financial Year
	[bookmark: _Hlk90562434]Financial Year
	£000
	% Movement Between Blocks

	2016/17
	385
	0.21

	2017/18
	2,380
	1.29

	2018/19
	1,878
	1.00

	2019/20 
	1,594
	0.84

	2020/21
	1,009
	0.50

	2021/22
	1,049
	0.50

	2022/23 not yet agreed but illustrated in table 5
	1,124
	

0.50











4.5	Table 8 above shows the movement from the school’s block and explains the increase in budget between tables 6 and 7.

5. Recovery Plan
5.1    	It is an important element of the financial management of the Authority that the DSG is not in a deficit position and there has been action to address this. However, this has been more than offset by the increasing numbers of children with special needs entering the education system over past years. Action taken so far includes:
· The revision of Council processes to ensure that EHCP’s are issued in a timelier manner and reviewed more frequently with regard to the needs of the child
 
· Changes to the process for the placement of children out of borough 

5.2	Work will continue throughout 2021/22 to address the DSG deficit position building on the work already in train, with the continued monitoring of the detailed DSG recovery plan.  Table 9 below takes the confirmed 2020/21 outturn as its starting position and extends the workings across the next three financial years in accordance with the revised timescale of the recovery plan.  This shows a projected deficit of £3.725m at the end 2021/22, compared to the deficit of £2.233m that was previously reported, an increase of £1.442m.  Clearly a deficit that still needs to be addressed and monitored carefully. It is important to note the projection assumes the continuation of a transfer from the Schools to High Needs Block in 2022/23 but does not assume a transfer in 2023/24.  Based on the current estimate (although as has been illustrated in this report this is subject to variation), the DSG is forecast to move back to a surplus of £1.167 in 2023/24, this is a reduction of £0.468m on the previously reported forecast 2023/24 surplus of £1.635m. 
 5.3	The recovery also plan assumes savings of £0.286m and £0.750m in 2022/23 and 2023/24 from bringing pupils from out of Borough provision back in borough, however if these savings are not achieved in full the DSG is still estimated to be in deficit by the end of 2023/24 by up to £0.707m (without the assumed transfer). This is in addition to any adverse impact of volatility in expenditure.  In the meantime, it is important to emphasise the requirement to push forward with actions that can address the deficit.












Table 9- DSG Recovery Plan Updated
	 
	2020/21 £000
	2021/22 £000
	2022/23 £000
	2023/24 £000

	Opening Balance - Surplus/(Deficit)
	(4,916)
	(3,560)
	(3,725)
	(442)

	Movements per original plan
	1,048
	5,081
	0
	0

	Revised Forecast Variance
	(3,868)
	1,521
	(3,725)
	(442)

	Estimated Additional (Pressures)/ Savings 
	308
	(5,246)
	2,159
	1,609

	Indicative Transfer from Schools Block
	0
	0
	1,124
	0

	Revised Net Forecast (Deficit)/Surplus with a 0.5% transfer
	(3,560)
	 (3,725)
	 (442)
	1,167

	Budget position if Out of Borough savings are not achieved
	
	(3,868)
	(871)
	(12)

	Previously Reported Net Forecast (Deficit)/Surplus (May 21)
	(3,560)
	(2,283)
	(614)
	1,635

	
	
	
	
	

	Revised Net Forecast (Deficit)Surplus with a 0.25% transfer in 2022/23
	
	
	(1,004)
	605

	Revised Net Forecast (Deficit)/Surplus without a 0.5% transfer in 2022/23
	
	
	(1,566)
	43



[bookmark: _GoBack]	The forecast for 2021/22 and future years will be fully reviewed again for the November 2021 meeting and the recovery plan will be updated accordingly.  
	Guidance on a DSG Deficit 
5.4    On 25 June 2020, the Education & Skills Funding Agency issued the guidance ‘DSG: Conditions of grant 2020 to 2021’ which slightly changed the Government’s approach to DSG balances.  The document states that a local authority that has an overall deficit on its DSG account at the end of the 2020 to 2021 financial year, or whose DSG surplus has substantially reduced during the year, must co-operate with the Department for Education in handling that situation. In particular, the authority must:
· provide information as and when requested by the department about its plans for managing its DSG account in the 2021 to 2022 financial years and subsequently
· provide information as and when requested by the department about pressures and potential savings on its high needs budget
· meet with officials of the department as and when they request to discuss the authority’s plans and financial situation
· keep the Schools Forum regularly updated about the authority’s DSG account and plans for handling it, including high needs pressures and potential savings
5.5	The Secretary of State reserves the right to impose more specific conditions of grant on individual local authorities that have an overall deficit on their DSG account, where he believes that they are not taking sufficient action to address the situation.
5.6   	In this regard, where a local authority has a substantial in-year overspend or cumulative DSG deficit balance at the end of the financial year, its management plan should look to bring the overall DSG account into balance within a timely period. In all cases, the DfE expects local authorities’ management plans to focus on how they will bring in-year spending in line with in-year resources.
5.7   	Oldham has a slight in year deficit in the DSG in 2021/22 and there is still, however, a significant cumulative DSG deficit balance projected at the end of 2021/221 financial year which has to be managed.  The DfE will be concerned that the 2021/22 position is worsening when previously the Council had advised that the deficit was on a downward trajectory.  Similarly, the projected surplus at the end of 2023/24 is much lower than previously anticipated.  It is important that Schools Forum considers the comments at paragraph 5.5 with regard to the action that can be taken with regard to the DSG position.
5.8	In line with the revised guidance, on 20 May 2021, Oldham had an informal meeting around the DSG management plan with an ESFA local authority funding colleague and a SEND adviser to discuss the DSG recovery plan and any support that the ESFA could provide.  This meeting was attended by the Director of Finance, other Finance colleagues and the Assistant Director SEND.  It was agreed the Authority would submit an updated Recovery Plan using the DfE Management Plan template.  This updated Recovery Plan will be submitted by 24th September and a follow up meeting to discuss this will take place by the end of September/early October.     An update on the meeting will be provided to members at the next meeting of Schools Forum. 

1.    Conclusion

[bookmark: _Hlk51530795]6.1      The proposed DSG budget for 2021/22 for each funding block is set out in the table below:
Table 10 – Proposed DSG Budget for 2021/22
	Proposed Budget 2021-22
	
	
	
	
	

	Block
	Allocation £000
	Retained £000
	Delegated £000
	Total £000
	Variance £000

	Schools inc. ESG
	217,599
	0
	219,162
	219,162
	(1,563)

	Central Schools Block
	2,618
	2,658
	 
	2,658
	(40)

	Early Years 
	19,714
	13,069
	6,645
	19,714
	0

	High Needs  
	45,600
	10,171
	33,991
	44,162
	1,438

	Total Funding
	285,531
	25,898
	259,798
	285,696
	(165)



6.2	This shows that whilst resources available for 2021/22 are £285.531m, resources to be allocated total £285.696m or £0.165m more than resources available. This can be explained by £1.563m of planned expenditure in excess of the budget on the Schools Block due to growth funding carried forward from 2020/21, a current underspend on the High Needs Block of £1.438m and a slight overspend on the Central Schools Block of £0.040m.



1. Recommendations:

7.1	Schools Forum is requested to:
· Note the changes to the DSG allocation for 2021/22. (See table 1)
· Note the latest settlement of the Dedicated Schools Grant for 2021/22 of £285.531m. (See table 2)
· Approve the latest deployment of Dedicated Schools Grant 2021/22 or £285.686m. (See table 2)
· Note there is currently an estimated cumulative overspend of £3.725m on the DSG for 2021/22. (See table 2)
· Note the 2022/23 budget update. (See table 5)
· Note the financial position of the High Needs Block and the historical movements from the Schools Block (see tables 6, 7 & 8)
· Note the recovery plan shown in table 9 which presents different scenarios with regard to a transfer from the Schools Block for 2022/23.
· Note the proposed DSG budget for 2021/22 for each funding block (See table 10)

