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	Consultation Response Form
Consultation closing date: 6 May 2013
Your comments must reach us by that date

	Consultation on proposed changes to the role of the local authority in early education and childcare: 
Consultation Response Form


If you wish to respond electronically please use the online response facility available on the Department for Education e-consultation website (http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations).
Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal information, may be subject to publication or disclosure in accordance with the access to information regimes, primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Data Protection Act 1998.
If you want all, or any part, of your response to be treated as confidential, please explain why you consider it to be confidential.
If a request for disclosure of the information you have provided is received, your explanation about why you consider it to be confidential will be taken into account, but no assurance can be given that confidentiality can be maintained. An automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as binding on the Department.
The Department will process your personal data (name and address and any other identifying material) in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, and in the majority of circumstances, this will mean that your personal data will not be disclosed to third parties.
	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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	Reason for confidentiality:
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	Name
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	Organisation (if applicable)
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	Address:
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If you have an enquiry related to the DfE e-consultation website or the consultation process in general, you can telephone: 0370 000 2288 or send an email via the Department's 'Contact Us' page.
Please select ONE box that best describes you as a respondent
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	Childminder
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	Private / Voluntary Provider - full day care
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	Parent / Carer
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	Networked Childminder
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	Private / Voluntary provider - sessional
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	Maintained Nursery School
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	Maintained Nursery Class (primary school)
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	Independent School
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	Local Authority
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	National Organisation
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	Other
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	Please Specify:


	


Guarantee funding for children taking up their early education place at all early education providers based solely on their Ofsted rating
1 What would the impact be of requiring local authorities to offer to fund all providers, except those judged ‘inadequate’, to deliver funded places for three and four-year-olds?
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	Positive impact
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	No impact/neutral impact
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	Not sure
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	Negative impact
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Comments:



2 When is the earliest point (after full implementation in September 2014) that we should require that funded places for two-year-olds can only be delivered by providers judged ‘good’ or ‘outstanding’ by Ofsted?
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	At least 1 year
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	At least 2 years
	[image: image25.png]



	At least 3 years
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	Other
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	Not sure
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Comments:



Guarantee funding for new early education providers who have been registered by Ofsted, prior to their first Ofsted inspection judgement
3 What will be the impact of offering to fund new providers to deliver early education places prior to their first Ofsted inspection judgement?
	[image: image29.png]



	Positive impact
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	No impact/neutral impact
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	Not sure
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	Negative impact
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Comments:



Limit the conditions that local authorities can set on private, voluntary and independent early education providers to qualify for funding to deliver places
4 What would be the impact of limiting the conditions local authorities can set on providers solely to those set out in paragraph 4.4 the consultation document?
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	Positive impact
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	No impact/neutral impact
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	Not sure
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	Negative impact
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Comments:



5 What other conditions, if any, should local authorities be able to place on early education providers to deliver funded places?
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	Comments:


	


Remove the existing duty on local authorities to secure information, advice and training for childcare providers, but give local authorities power to offer it
6 Do you agree with the proposed list of reduced training requirements set out in Appendix 1 of the consultation document?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure


	[image: image43.png]



	Comments:


	


7 What would be the impact of reducing the prescribed training requirements on providers/local authorities as set out in Appendix 1 of the consultation document?
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	Positive impact
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	No impact/neutral impact
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	Not sure
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	Negative impact
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	Comments:


	


8 Would these changes have a greater impact on some areas of information, advice and training provision over others? If so, which?
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	Yes
	[image: image50.png]



	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:


	


Simplify the early years funding system, by encouraging local authorities to simplify and reduce their funding formulae and to limit the amount of centrally retained spend
9 Do you support the proposal for a single flat rate within a local authority for two-year-old early education?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:


	


10 Do you support the proposal to limit the number of base rates and bands for three and four-year-old early education?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:


	


11 What are your views on the limits proposed for three and four-year-old early education (a maximum of three base rates and no more than two bands)?
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	Comments:


	


12 What are your views on removing, for three and four–year-olds, all supplements (and factors) other than for deprivation?
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	Comments:


	


13 a) Do you support the changes proposed for early years centrally retained Dedicated Schools Grant spending?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:


	


13 b) Can the definition proposed be improved?
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:


	


14 Do you think that a 10% limit on early years Dedicated Schools Grant central spend is appropriate? If not, please explain why and include any comments on the impact that this would have in comparison to a 15% or 20% limit.
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:


	


15 Please use this space to add any other comments you would like to make
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	Comments:


	


16 Please let us have your views on responding to this consultation (e.g. the number and type of questions, whether it was easy to find, understand, complete etc.).
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	Comments:


	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.
Please acknowledge this reply [image: image77.png]



	E-mail address for acknowledgement:
	 


Here at the Department for Education we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?
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Yes
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No


All DfE public consultations are required to meet the Cabinet Office Principles on Consultation
The key Consultation Principles are:
· departments will follow a range of timescales rather than defaulting to a 12-week period, particularly where extensive engagement has occurred before
· departments will need to give more thought to how they engage with and consult with those who are affected
· consultation should be ‘digital by default', but other forms should be used where these are needed to reach the groups affected by a policy; and
· the principles of the Compact between government and the voluntary and community sector will continue to be respected. 
Responses should be completed on-line or emailed to the relevant consultation email box. However, if you have any comments on how DfE consultations are conducted, please contact Carole Edge, DfE Consultation Coordinator, tel: 0370 000 2288 / email: carole.edge@education.gsi.gov.uk
Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 6 May 2013
Send by post to: Sufficiency and Funding Team, Department for Education, Level 1, Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, London SW1P 3BT.
Send by e-mail to: FundedEarlyEducation.CONSULTATION@education.gsi.gov.uk
