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The “Call for Sites” consultation was undertaken during March-April 2008. It was part of
preparing the new Local Development Framework, or LDF for short. The LDF will be a
new style development plan for Oldham. It will be made up of several documents.

“Call for Sites” was an opportunity for the community and stakeholders to identify land
for different types of uses. The Council wanted views about sites that could be developed,
sites that should be protected and sites that could be put to better use.

This report sets out a summary of the representations that were received. Alongside are
initial responses to indicate, if appropriate, how the Council will make use of the comments
in taking forward the LDF.

Over 700 responses were submitted. These are summarised in Section 2 of this report,
along with the Council’s response to them. For the vast majority of responses it was clear
as to whether a site was being put forward for development or for protection or for better
use, however in a limited number of cases the preference was not clearly stated and
therefore the Council has had to interpret the respondent's preference.

Over 300 of the responses were based on a standard postcard about Cowlishaw, which
is currently designated as Other Protected Open Land (OPOL) in the Unitary Development
Plan. The majority of respondents wanted the OPOL to be protected from development.

It should be noted that a number of representations sought to see development in the
Green Belt. The position in relation to Green Belt is set out in the North West of England
Plan Regional Spatial Strategy to 2021 (RSS) which was published in September 2008.
RSS, in Policy RDF4, states that “there is no need for any exceptional substantial strategic
change to Green Belt’ in Greater Manchester before 2011. After 2011 the presumption
will be against exceptional substantial strategic change to the Greater Manchester Green
Belt. The Regional Planning Body, together with relevant stakeholders, would undertake
strategic studies to investigate the need for change, and options for implementation, after
this date.

Sites that were put forward for housing development were also considered as part of the
Council’s Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment. This will be published
separately in early 2009.

Site plans that were submitted as part of the representations can be viewed via the
Limehouse website at:

http://oldham-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal .

You will need to register if you have not already done so. Alternatively, they can be
viewed at the Oldham Business Centre, Cromwell Street, Oldham by appointment. Please
telephone 0161 770 4151 to make arrangements for viewing.

Table 1 illustrates the overall preferences for the sites that were put forward for either
development or protection or better use:


http://oldham-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal

Table 1 Responses received by preference type

Site Preference NI 227 G Percentage of responses
responses

Development 164 23.0%

Protection 512 71.7%

Better Use 35 4.9%

Other comment 3 0.4%

Total 714 100.0%

1.11 Table 2 illustrates the number of comments received by different categories of respondent:

Table 2 Responses received by type of consultee

Consultes Type Number of Percentage of
responses responses

Individual 490 68.6%
Community Group 74 10.4%
Commercial 73 10.2%
Statutory Consultee 69 9.7%
Interest Group 3 0.4%
Councillor 3 0.4%
Religious Organisation 1 0.1%
OMBC Internal 1 0.1%
Total 714 100.0%

1.12 Table 3 illustrates the Area Committee areas where the comments came from:

Table 3 Responses received by Area Committee

el e
Royton, Shaw & Crompton 358 68.7%
Saddleworth & Lees 61 11.7%
Hollinwood 42 8.1%
Chadderton 22 4.2%
East Oldham 17 3.3%
Failsworth 13 2.5%
Coldhurst 3 0.6%
Werneth 3 0.6%
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Area Committee Number of Percentage of

responses responses
Alexandra 1 0.2%
Medlock Vale 0 0.0%
Not Known 1 0.2%
Total 521 100.0%

*Note that the table above does not include a further 193 representations from individuals and organisations with a
Boroughwide interest, or who are located outside of the Borough.
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