
 

WARD PROFILE (summary): Medlock Vale 
  

Key Stats: 
 
Population and families: 
·  Medlock Vale has a relatively young population. 

Children aged under 16 years make up more than one 
quarter (26.6%) of the population – the 4th highest 
percentage in the Borough (average (23.0%) and higher 
than the average for England (20.2%). 1 

·  More than one in five (22.7%) of Medlock Vale’s 
population belong to black and minority ethnic groups 
(non-white) – the 4th highest proportion in the Borough 
(average 13.8%). Around one in seven (14.0%) people 
are of Pakistani heritage – more than twice the Borough 
average (6.3%). Bangladeshi heritage people make up 
about 2.8% of the ward population. 1 

·  Almost one third (32.7%) of households are one-person 
households – the 4th highest proportion in the Borough 
(average 29.5%).  Almost half (47.4%) of the one-
person households in Medlock Vale are pensioner 
households – representing 15.5% of all households 
compared with the Borough average of 14.7%. 1  

·  Nearly one in three (32.0%) households are one-family 
households with dependent children and no others, 
which is around the Borough average (30.7%). 1 

·  Medlock Vale has the 4th highest proportion (11.1%) of 
households made up of one-family lone parent 
households with dependent children in the Borough 
(average 8.3%). 1  

·  For families claiming Child Benefit, Medlock Vale has 
the 4th highest proportion (9.6%) of families claiming for 
four or more children in the Borough (average 6.9%) 
and more than twice the average for England (4.4%). 2 

 

Low Incomes:   
·  One third (33.3%) of 

households in Medlock 
Vale receive Housing 
Benefit and/or Council Tax 
Benefit, compared with 
26.2% of households 
across the Borough. 3  

·  Nearly one quarter (24.6%) 
of households in Medlock 
Vale receive Income 
Support - more than the 
Borough average (18.7%).3 

·  The Incapacity Benefit/ 
Severe Disablement 
Allowance claim rate of 
12.3% in Medlock Vale is 
above the rates for both the 
Borough (10.2%) and 
England (7.1%). 4 

·  One in three (33.3%) 
children aged under 16 
years live in ‘income 
deprived’ households – a higher proportion of children than the 
averages for the Borough (26.9%) and England (21.3%). 5 

····     More than one quarter (26.2%) of school children living in Medlock 
Vale are eligible for free school meals – the 6th highest proportion in 
the Borough (average 21.6%). 6 

····     Over one in five (22.6%) older people experience ‘income deprivation’ 
compared with the Borough average of 19.7%. 5 
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Economic activity and qualifications: 
·  Medlock Vale has the 6th highest economic inactivity rate 

(39.4%) in the Borough (average 35.1%). 1   
·  The claimant count unemployment rate (7.0%) is the 5th 

highest in the Borough and is higher than the rates for the 
Borough (4.1%) and England (3.0%). 7 

·  Nearly half (46.7%) of all 16 to 74 year-olds have no 
qualifications – the 6th highest proportion in the Borough 
(average 37.7%) and higher than the England average for 
England (28.9%). 1  

·  Almost one in ten (9.0%) 16 to 74 year olds have Level 4/5 
(degree and higher degree level) qualifications as their highest 
level of qualifications - below the Borough average of 12.9% 

and less than half the average for England (19.9%)1 
·  Nearly half (49.7%) of Oldham school pupils living in Medlock 

Vale achieved five or more A* to C grade GCSEs in 2006, 
compared with the Borough average of 53.2%. Medlock Vale 
has a smaller proportion (2.9%) of pupils than the Borough 
(average 3.6%) who achieve no GCSEs or equivalent 
qualifications.8 

 
Health and Care: 
·  More than one in five (21.9%) people in Medlock Vale have a 

limiting long-term illness or disability (LLTI), similar to the 
Borough average (20.3%) but above the average for England  

(17.9%).   Around 12.0% of all working-age people in the ward 
have a LLTI, compared with the Borough average of 10.1%. 1 

·  Around 63.2% of people say that they have ‘good health’ and 
more than one in ten people (12.8%) say that their health is ‘not 
good’. Borough-wide figures are 65.7% and 11.2%, respectively. 1 

·  Similar proportions of people provide unpaid care in Medlock Vale 
(10.8%) and the Borough (10.9%). 1 

 
Housing and amenities, and recorded crime: 
·  More than half (53.0%) of all households live in terraced housing 

compared to 41.9% of all households in the Borough. The 
proportion of households living in detached housing (5.2%) is less 
than half that in the Borough (11.6%). 1 

·  Owner-occupiers make up a lower proportion of all households 
(56.5%) than across the Borough (68.4%). 1 

·  Nearly one in three (30.7%) households live in accommodation 
rented from the local authority - a higher proportion than across 
the Borough (18.1%) or England (13.2%). 1 

·  Medlock Vale has the 5th highest proportions of households in the 
Borough without central heating (9.2%) and households 
considered to be ‘overcrowded’ (9.1%). Borough-wide figures are 
7.2% and 7.3% respectively. 1  

·  The recorded crime (BCS comparator) rate in Medlock Vale is the 
6th highest in the Borough; with rates per 1,000 population of 96.0 
in this ward and 79.1 in the Borough.9 

 

This ward profile has been produced by the Corporate Research Team, Strategy and Resources Directorate, Oldham MBC.     The profile 
highlights some key statistics for the ward of Medlock Vale. For more information contact Susan Kirkham: telephone 0161 770 5186 or email 
susan.kirkham@oldham.gov.uk. 
 

These profiles have been produced for the current (2004) ward boundaries. Most official data are still released for the ‘old’ ward boundaries or for smaller areas, some of which cross the 
2004 ward boundaries. Most of the figures in this profile are therefore ‘best fit’ estimates. Where areas cross 2004 ward boundaries, data have been apportioned according to the proportion of 
households (or in some cases, households in receipt of benefit) living in each ward.  
 

Sources: 1. 2001 Census (all Census figures used in this report are produced with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationary Office and are Crown Copyright); 2. A5 KAI 
Analysis, HM Revenue & Customs, 31 August 2005; 3. Oldham MBC Council Tax and Housing Benefit Information System, May 2007; 4. Department for Work and Pensions, August 2006; 5. 
Indices of Deprivation 2004, Office of the Deputy Prime Minister; 6. Children, Young People and Families Directorate (CYPF), Oldham MBC, January 2007; 7. NOMIS, July 2007; 8. Key Stage 
4 results, 2006, CYPF, Oldham MBC; 9. Oldham Community Safety Unit, April 2006 to March 2007. 


