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After priority has been given to active Church of England families, in
line with the Admissions Code of 2007, the governing body then
gives priority to all other Looked-After Children/Children in the
care of the Local Authority.

The school is committed to Christian ecumenism and as such
gives next priority to active members of Churches Together
in  Britain and Ireland, including membership of local
Churches Together groupings, and Councils of Churches, who
are at the heart of their church. There are five statements about
the child and parent/ legal guardian’s attendance at worship, and
the minister/ pastor/ priest/ elder must tick which description
most closely applies, and sign this. The parent/ legal guardian must
countersign that s/he has seen and agreed with the category.
Membership of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland can be
supported by reference to the national website; however, where the
church is part of a local Churches Together grouping, or Council of
Churches, it is the responsibility of the applicant's parents or
guardians to provide evidence of this membership.

The school is committed to inter-faith dialogue and community
cohesion and as such gives priority after active Christian
families to active members of a faith other than Christian,
which is associated with the UK Inter-Faith Network who are at
the heart of their faith’s worship. There are five statements about
the child and parent/ legal guardian’s attendance at worship,
and the relevant leader of worship must tick which description most
closely applies, and sign this. The parent/ legal guardian must
countersign that s/he has seen and agreed with the category. It is
the responsibility of the applicant’s parent or guardian to provide
evidence of membership of the UK Inter-Faith Network. The
Network’s website provides a comprehensive list.

The school is committed to serving the wider community of Oldham
and after active members of a faith other than Christian which



is associated with the UK Inter-Faith Network welcomes all
other children. The oversubscription criteria in this category are
based on, first, whether the child has a sibling (defined as brother,
sister, step-brother, step-sister, half-brother, half-sister, adopted
brother, adopted sister) attending The Blue Coat School as of 1%
September in the year of entry, and second, geographical proximity
using a straight-line measurement between the home postcode and
the school postcode.

The governors allocate places to applicants in the order set out in
the admissions policy, working from statement one to statement
eighteen in that order.

Tie-breaks

The school's admission number is 218 children in each year group.

When the admission number of 218 is reached, the following tie-

break (s) will be used in whichever of the categories 1-16 is under

consideration at the time.

I Children who have a sibling attending the school as of
1% September 2010 will be admitted first within the category.
The definition of sibling includes: brother, sister, step-brother,
step-sister, half-brother, half-sister, adopted brother, adopted
sister.

ii. If afurther tie break needs to be applied between children with
siblings as defined above, it will be geographical proximity
using a straight line between the home postcode and the
school postcode.

ii. I all children with siblings can be admitted within the category
the tie-break will be geographical proximity using a straight-
line between the home postcode and the school postcode.

Parents/guardians are asked to note that Blue Coat serves families
throughout Oldham and beyond; annually over 40% of our intake
come from outside Oldham. With the exception of children with
Statement of Special Educational Needs, and children in the care of
the Local Authority, it is the faith commitment of the child and
parent/legal guardian which determines priority, not a sibling link or
proximity to the school, except in the final category or when a final
tie-break is needed.
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applicant child and parent/ legal guardian’s attendance, and
that places cannot be awarded to younger children on the basis
of the elder brother or sister’s attendance.

What has the pattern of admissions been in the past?

Admissions Law has changed considerably, so it is difficult to make
direct comparisons. The following information is offered as an
indication of patterns and trends.

1. Historically the school has been oversubscribed.

2. In 2005-06 all Anglican applicants and all applicants from
Churches Together were admitted. In 2005 sixteen members
of other faiths, or no faith, were admitted. In 2006 eighteen
members of other faiths, or no faith, were admitted.

3. In 2007 all Anglican applicants were admitted. Thirteen
applicants from Churches Together in Britain and Ireland were
admitted.

4. In 2008 only Anglicans up to and inclusive of Criteria 4 were
admitted.

The governing body welcomes the school’s inclusion in Oldham’s
Building Schools for the Future programme which will enable the
school, once the building work is complete, to move to an admissions
number of 240 per year.

Waiting List

Where we have more applications than places, the admissions
criteria will be used. Children who are not admitted will have their
name placed on a waiting list. The names on this waiting list will be
in the order resulting from the application of the admissions criteria.
Since the date of application cannot be a criterion for the order of
names on the waiting list, late applicants for the school will be slotted
into the order according to the extent to which they meet the criteria.
Thus it is possible for a child who moves into the area later to have a
higher priority than one who has been on the waiting list for some
time. If a place becomes available within the admission number, the
child whose name is at the top of the list will be offered a place. This
Is not dependent on whether an appeal has been submitted.



Appeals

Where the governors are unable to offer a place because the
ents have the right to appeal to an
1 panel, set up under the School
1998, as amended by the Education
otify the clerk to the governors at
eceiving the letter refusing a place.
y to submit their case to the panel in
yrder to present their case. You will
» of the place and time of the hearing.

)peal against the governors’ decision
ing an appeal in respect of any other

's that a child has been awarded a
onally misleading application from a
claim of involvement in a place of
2s a place to a child with a stronger
s required to withdraw the offer of the
nsidered afresh and a right of appeal



e Coat School
erton Street
Oldham

JL1 3SQ

her: Mrs Julie Hollis
ne: 0161 624 1484
r.blue-coat.oldham.sch.uk




